WOODLAND CARIBOU SOLG 220
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trip that could be completed irabout two weeks. The following trip seemed to meet that expectatidirate
it as intermediate or advanced. Key information:

Start and Finish Wallace Lake (Manitoba) Total Distance 166 KM or 103.1 Miles
Lakes 23 Named, many NeNames *** Portage Distance| 39.6 KM or 24.6 Miles
Streams/Creeks/Rivery Seven Fishing Lots ofWalleye
Portages 44 Number of People None

Route: (West accessVyallace ¢ Siderock; Crystalg Broken Arrowg Haggart¢ Carrollg Terryg Wandag Dunstang
South Simeomr Simeong Crazy Pickerelc Beaver¢ My ¢a | NJ& Artéry ¢ Craveng Carroll¢ Obukowing
Kidneyc Firstg Siderockg Wallace

*** Conversion: Portage distances are measured in meters. One hundred meters is slightly longer than a foeltall

(100 yards). One thousand meters is about 6/10 of a milelouble portage: heavy backpack, small duffle, Pelican an
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three times the map distance as stated in meters.

Example #1: A 500 meter portage = 15 football fields or slightly less than one mile
Example #2: A 2400 meter portage = 72 football fields or slightly less than 4.4 miles

8-12-2010  Another solo trip. Lots to think 6 2 dz( X &
Parents in assisted liag, selling the childhood homey
class reunion and three weeks away from my own family.
decided on a West entry which would start in Manitoba. |
arrived at Pine Falls for a good A 3 Kléefwith access to
Blue Water Avation where | could get an Ontario fishing
license (licenses should be dime in 2011). The drive from
Pine Falls to Wallace Lake took nearly two hours on a
gravel road for most of the way. There seemed to be
something out of sync during that first dayperhaps due to
the last couple of hours of civilizationThe only FM station
that | could find kept broadcasting the weather. Rain was . L =
expected by early afternoon and it would rain all night. The five day forecast called for rain for four of the
firstfiveRIF @a® ¢KAa aKz2dzZ R KIFI @S 0SSy KSf LJFdzZ X o6dzi
NI G§KSNJ iKIy NBfeéeAy3a 2y SEGSNyLt OdzSa tA1S 2yS
first day. | was out of sync!

| had paddled sora of this route the year before while on a five week solo. | knew what to expect,
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upstream in the current. With an eye to the sky, | paddled upstream and across Siderock Lake and portaged

seven times on the upper Wanipigoto arrive at Crystal Lake in 5% hours. | was soaking wet from the
humidityandf A 3 K4 RNATT tSe® L adreSR 4 / Nepadlf a2z GKI
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much for that FM station). | had time afteraanp setup to paddle around the entire lake. | caught six
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good to be back.
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8-13 Crystal Lake to the Haggart

WA DBSNXD 2yS 2F GKS
stretches to navigate through without
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the year before but somehow (maps
and compass) | made it from point to
point. When one paddles in the
opposite direction, it seems as if

nothing is familiar or the same. Could it
be short term memory loss? There
were a few (very few) places that |

could recall but for the majority of time |

on the water, it seemed like the first
time. | could not even remembe
walkingo\S NJ £ 2y 3 LAthiNg] |
reminded me of having walked over the
same terrain only one year earlier. It
was a beautitil day although quite
KdZYAR® /| dzZ3AK{G FAODS
of fish to eat. Outstanding scenery.
Rock outcroppings and majestic one
hundredfoot high rock bluffs along the
route. No hurry. It was obvious that
rain was due to fall at some point. The
ominous clouds stayed high and | was
able to stay on the planned route. The
paddle up into Broken Arrow Lake via
the small interconnecting streantook
two hours. Lots of maneuvering around
the 90 and 180 degree turnas well as

paddling against the current. There is aﬁ o

900 meter portage around this passage
My philosophy is to remain paddling if |
possible. | thoroughly enjoy the feeling
of a paddle inmy hands and time spent
on the water. There has been a lot of
rain in this region prior to this trip.
Portages are wet and rocks can be
slippery. | will haveto be careful when
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ankle or take a bad fall.

| selected a canp on a
meandering section of the Haggart
River, perhaps the only stretch travellng
west. | had plenty of time to complete

camp chores including securing the tent {

and tarp for the imminent storm.

200 km to
Lake Winnipeg ,
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Thunder and lightning off in the distance. | gathered dryefivood and stored it under the tarp so a warm
fire would be possible in the morning. I finished dinner just as the rain arrived. | slept very well again.




8-14 Morning. Windy! Overcast! Very difficult to
RSGUSNNYAYS AF (GKAA Aa | avYd
There are eight portages on the lower end of the Haggart
River,all located a spectacular rapids for this area of the

wilderness. | hope to reach Carrolblkewhere the Haggart

ends.Stay or travel? | waited, wrote, read and eventually
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many islands, bays and open water. With the compass ar
map right in front of me, | slowly made my way

are not traditional portages that one expects to move
across in this wilderness. The Haggart River is running

high, higher than the year before. There are times that the

river is a mile wide. The eight portages ocanhen the channel constricts to 26 30 feetand drops 20¢ 60
feet. Sensational sounds and volume of flow. It seems as if the portages were established at low water.
Access is minimal at both ends. Intimidating! Five of the eight portages require the paddl pull up to a
steep rock wall within ;v n FSSG 2F GKS AYAGALIf R26Yya0GNBFY a
Once the canoe hits the wall, the paddler must instantly jump out of the canoe (most times into the watet
to keep the boat frombeingyankedinto the rapid. It is a challenge to hold onto the boat while pulling the
gear bags out and onto dry land. The canoe then must be hauled up on the rocks and secured. It is diffic
and nerveracking. The portages are usually up and over steepks or small bluffs. They are short but the
rocks and moss make for slippery conditionBhe putin at the conclusion of each portage is at the end of
the rapid. Not easy access. And with high water, the canoe when loaded actually must be navigatedgihro
the standing waves at the end of the rapid. There seems no way around this action. To further complicat
this process, the canoe must be loaded on land and the paddler must stand in the current and slowly ent
theOlF y2S Ay G2 (K Shepaidlenymis fiopintd tkedgakaid nieneuver through the
turbulence to quieter water. There are two rapids on this stretch that | believe a canoe heading up the
Haggart could not reach the portage site due to the fast moving
standing waves near the portagewas fortunate to be traveling l J
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anxiety and extreme concern. At one rapid, | got the canoe a few
feet too close to the downstream current and had to jump out to
grab the shoreline as théow of the canoe was being pulled
downstream. A panic momentMy foot landed in about three feet
of water nearly capsizing the canoe. In that moment, | crushed m
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testicle on the gunwale of the canoe (I wanted to throw up). |
lurched for a paddle thahadLJ2 LILJISR 2 dzi 2@ (0 K S
somehow managed to safely land on dry rock. Whew and ouch!
What a relief to finally reach Carroll Lake. It was windy but
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secluded bay with a small camping area shekdrfrom the wind. |
set up my tent and tarp with just enough time to prepare dinner

and relax before the rain began to fall. | was dry, warm and safe.
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from my campsite. | slept well that evang.
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